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   FERNDOWN TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of Ferndown Town Council Full Council meeting held on  

Monday 17 January 2022 at 7.00pm at the Barrington Centre, Ferndown. 

 

Present: 

Councillors: J Baxter, C. Lugg, T Cordery, P Hanson-Graham, A. Miller, M Parkes, G 

Parrott, G Phillips, J Robinson (Chairman), S Selby, K Stamp, N Wellstead and 

L Wilson. 

Officers:      L Harrison (Town Clerk). 

Members of the public: 0 

 

Prior to the start of the meeting the Chairman read out a prayer.  

  

FC/2022/090 Welcome 

The Chairman welcomed Cllr Selby onto Ferndown Town Council and 

congratulated him on his election. 

FC/2022/091 Apologies 

Apologies were received from R Adkins (illness), S Fleetham (work), 

and I Flay (work). Cllr Hanson Graham proposed to accept apologies 

for absence, seconded by Cllr Baxter and agreed by all. 

Resolved – apologies for absence were accepted. 

FC/2022/092 Declarations of interest and dispensations  

Cllrs J Robinson, C Lugg and M Parkes declared a generic non-

pecuniary interest (members of Dorset Council). 

Cllrs Parrott, Lugg and Parkes declared an interest in relation to item  

11 on the agenda, being members of the Royal British Legion. 

Cllr Hanson Graham declared an interest in item 13 on the agenda, in 

having direct communication with the developer. 

FC/2022/093 Public Participation 

The Town Clerk read out an email communication form a resident in the 

parish regarding the budget setting process who hadn’t been able to 

physically attend the meeting: 

“1.Why has the Christmas lights installation budget doubled to £30,000 

this coming year when council taxpayers are facing higher food, 

transport and heating bills? 

2.Why are noticeboards / all street furniture being replaced specifically 

this coming year when council taxpayers are facing higher food, 

transport and heating bills? 

3.Why is there a new £5,000 expenditure for the Skating Park KGV this 

coming year when council taxpayers are facing higher food, transport 

and heating bills? 

4.Why is there a budget of £7,000 for floral displays – roundabouts this 

coming year when council taxpayers are facing higher food, transport 

and heating bills? 



   
 

 
Minutes of Full Council Meeting 17 January 2022 Signed as a true and accurate record   ………………………….     
Chairman, Ferndown Town Council on    ………………       

 

 

Page | 2 of 5 
 

5.What is the platinum event? 

6.Why is there a budget of £85,000 for Bar this coming year when 

council taxpayers are facing higher food, transport and heating bills? 

7.Why is there Salaries, NI and Pensions added to this budget but not 

in previous years? 

8.If this Budget gets approval how much extra will this cost the Dorset 

Council Taxpayer when we are already paying the highest Council Tax 

Rate in the UK?” 

Cllr Robinson proposed that Council note this communication, 

seconded by Cllr Parkes, ten in favour and three abstentions. 

Resolved: Ferndown Town Council noted the communication from 

the resident.  

FC/2022/094 Updates, reports and announcements 

There were no updates from the Town Mayor, Dorset Councillors or 

local groups/organisations/representatives.  

FC/2022/095 Full Council Minutes of 29 November 2021. 

Cllr Stamp proposed to accept and agree the Full Council minutes of 29 

November 2021 as a true and accurate record of proceedings and be 

duly signed by the Chairman, seconded by Cllr Parrott, all agreed. 

Resolved: Full Council minutes of 29 November 2021 were agreed 

as a true and accurate record of proceedings and were duly signed 

by the Chairman. 

FTC/2022/096 

 

 

Outstanding matters to report from the Town Clerk in relation to 

above item FTC/2021/095. 

The Town Clerk confirmed that a response had been submitted by a 

working Group on behalf of Ferndown Town Council in respect of Dorset 

Council’s Library consultation.  

FTC/2022/097 

 

 

 

 

Committee and Working Party minutes/notes. 

The draft minutes and notes of the Finance and General-Purpose 

Committee 6 January, Barrington Centre Management Committee 13 

December and 10 January, Planning Consultative Committee 30 

November and 11 January, Platinum Jubilee Working Party 8 

December 2021 and 6 January 2022, and Action Plan Task and Finish 

Group 12 January were all noted. 

The Town Clerk confirmed that the information she had provided the 

Finance and General-Purpose Committee on 6 January in relation to 

the total number of electors in Ferndown Parish was incorrect following 

clarification from Dorset Council (electorate banding for Ferndown Town 

Council classed as level 4 not level 5). Cllr Hanson Graham proposed 

that Ferndown Town Councillor allowances was set at £950 from 1 April 

2022, there was no seconder, motion failed. Cllr Stamp proposed that 

Ferndown Town Councillor allowances was set at £750 from 1 April 

2022, seconded by Cllr Hanson Graham, four in favour, seven against 

and two abstentions, motion not passed. Cllr Parkes proposed that the 

Finance and General-Purpose Committee’s recommendation 
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Ferndown Town Council adopt the Independent Remuneration Panel 

report in its entirety with one amendment to increase the Town Mayor’s 

allowance for 2022/23 to £2,500 plus travel expenses, seconded by Cllr 

Cordery, six in favour and seven abstentions. 

Resolved: Ferndown Town Council adopted the Independent 

Remuneration Panel report in its entirety with one amendment to 

increase the Town Mayor’s allowance for 2022/23 to £2,500 plus 

travel expenses. 

Cllr Parrott made a comment in relation to the draft minutes for the 

Barrington Centre Management Committee. It was confirmed that these 

would be agreed at the next relevant meeting.   

FC/2022/098 Recommendations from Committees and Working Groups 

It was established that Councillor’s had not received the correct 

document in relation to item 9 (i) on the agenda. It was agreed that the 

Town Clerk would circulate the correct document to all Councillors and 

that this item would be deferred to the next Full Council meeting once 

the Working Group had obtained printing and distribution quotes.  

The draft budget for 2022/2023 was discussed. Cllr Parkes thanked all 

the Committees for their work in setting the draft budget. Cllr Parkes 

proposed the precept requirement to Dorset Council for 2022/2023 was 

set at £846,686 which was an increase of 1% and the draft budget 

proposed by the Finance and General Purpose Committee adopted with 

one amendment as resolved in minute FTC/2022/097 (reduce the 

councillor allowance expenditure and increase the Action Plan 

expenditure accordingly with the difference), seconded by Cllr Cordery, 

nine in favour, two against and two abstentions. 

Resolved: the precept requirement to Dorset Council for 2022/2023 

was set at £846,686, an increase of 1%, and the draft budget 

proposed by the Finance and General Purpose Committee adopted 

with one amendment (reduce the councillor allowance expenditure 

as resolved in minute FTC/2022/097 and increase the Action Plan 

expenditure accordingly with difference). 

FTC/2022/099 Motion from Cllr Cordery – to review Committees, membership and 

method of selection.  

Cllr Parkes thanked Cllr Cordery for providing information on his motion 

and proposed the motion should be passed to the Finance and General 

Purpose Committee for review because it dealt with policy matters, 

seconded by Cllr Robinson. Cllr Hanson Graham commented that this 

motion was being led by Dorset Councillors. Cllr Parkes challenged this 

comment and stated he was present as a Town Councillor and 

requested an apology to all Dorset councillors present from Cllr Graham 

which he failed to do. The Town Clerk reminded all councillors present 

that Ferndown Town Council had a Code of Conduct in place and that 

everyone present was to treat each other with respect. Cllr Robinson 

reminded Council that members of the Finance and General Purpose 
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Committee represented all sections of the political groups on Council. 

Hanson Graham commented that he had no intention to upset members 

and explained he wanted everyone to take part in this motion. The vote 

then went ahead: ten in favour, one against and two abstentions. 

Resolved: Cllr Cordery’s motion was passed to the Finance and 

General Purpose Committee for review.  

FTC/2022/100 Motion from Cllr Parrott – Remembrance events 2022.  

Cllr Parrott repeated his declaration of interest (member of the Royal 

British Legion) and provided information on his motion. He confirmed he 

was requesting a budget of £370 for the supply two Community Safety 

Accredited contractors to manage the Temporary Traffic Management 

Order (TTMO) for the Remembrance Day parade this year at two busy 

road sections. Cllr Parrott confirmed that volunteers would be required 

to work alongside the contractors on quieter roads under the TTMO. Cllr 

Wilson proposed to approve the budget spend of £370 for the supply 

two Community Safety Accredited contractors to manage the 

Temporary Traffic Management Order (TTMO) for the Remembrance 

Day parade this year, seconded by Cllr Miller, eleven in favour and two 

abstentions. 

Resolved: budget request of £370 was approved for the supply two 

Community Safety Accredited contractors to manage the 

Temporary Traffic Management Order (TTMO) for the 

Remembrance Day parade this year. 

FTC/2022/101 Motion from Cllr Lugg – rights of way access in relation to planning 

application P/FUL/2021/05626. 

Cllr Lugg provided background information to this motion and confirmed 

the planning application reference was not relevant to the motion and 

was for reference purposes only. Cllr Lugg requested Ferndown Town 

Council support residents in Longham by writing to Dorset Council in 

support of their request to have a footpath at the rear of the site and 

defined as a right of way as a priority. Cllr Hanson Graham commented 

that he had communicated directly with the developer in relation to this 

motion and the developer had agreed to keep the footpath. Cllrs Parks 

and Lugg expressed concerns in relation to the communication by Cllr 

Hanson Graham with the developer around pre-determination. The 

Town Clerk also stated that it was inappropriate for an individual 

councillor to contact a developer directly. Cllr Lugg proposed Ferndown 

Town Council write to Dorset Council in support of  the residents in 

Longham and request the footpath at the rear of the site was defined as 

a right of way as a priority, seconded by Cllr Wilson, eleven in favour 

and two abstentions. 

Resolved: Ferndown Town Council was to write to Dorset Council 

in support of  the residents in Longham and request to have the 

footpath at the rear of the site defined as a right of way as a priority. 

FTC/2022/102 Exempt Business 
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 Cllr Robinson proposed to exclude the press and public in accordance 

with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960 on the 

grounds that the following item being considered that involved the 

disclosure of confidential information, seconded by Cllr Baxter and 

agreed by all. 

Resolved – exclusion of press and public in accordance with s1(2)  

Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960 on the grounds  

that the following agenda item being considered involved the  

disclosure of confidential information. 

FTC/2022/103 Benchmarking exercise. 

The Town Clerk provided background information and it was confirmed 

by Full Council that although a previous resolution by Full Council in 

July 2021 stated the Personnel Committee was to report back to Full 

Council in relation to the benchmarking exercise, Full Council supported 

the resolution made by the Personnel Committee in October 2021 in 

relation to the Town Clerk’s pay. 

The meeting was re-opened to the press and public. 

FTC/2022/104 The CCTV enquiry correspondence was noted. 

The proposed Dorset Council Blue Badge Car Park Charging Policy was 

discussed. Cllr Parkes proposed that Ferndown Town Council support 

the Policy in principle with the one reservation that people entitled to a  

lower level of disability allowance will have to pay for the lowest tariff 

available at a car park in order to qualify for an hour free even if they 

don’t want to stay beyond the tariff time, seconded by Cllr Robinson, 

eleven in favour, one against and one abstention. 

Resolved: Ferndown Town Council supported the proposed 

Dorset Council Blue Badge Car Park Charging Policy in principle 

with the reservation that people entitled to a  lower level of 

disability allowance will have to pay for the lowest tariff available 

at a car park in order to qualify for an hour free even if they don’t 

want to stay beyond the tariff time. 

The request from Dorset Council in relation to the Ferndown, Stour and 

Forest Trail was discussed. Cllr Cordery proposed that the request was 

rejected, seconded by Cllr Baxter, eleven in favour, one against and one 

abstention. 

Resolved: the request from Dorset Council was rejected.  

The dates of the next Full Council and committee meetings were 

confirmed and the change to the date and time of the next Barrington 

Centre Management Committee noted. The meeting was closed at 

20.57hrs.   
 

 

 

  


