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FERNDOWN TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Thursday 11 

November 2021 at 6.00pm at the Barrington Centre, Pennys Walk, Ferndown BH22 9TH.  

 

Present: Councillors: J Baxter, T Cordery, M Parkes, and J Robinson.   

 Officers: L Harrison (Town Clerk/RFO). 

 

 

FGPC/2021/017 

 

Apologies for absence 

 

Apologies were received from Cllrs Miller (illness), Lawrence (work), 

and Lugg (illness). It was proposed by Cllr Robinson that the 

apologies were accepted, seconded by Cllr Baxter and agreed by all.  

Resolved: the apologies for Cllrs Willis and Miller were 

accepted.  

 

 

FGPC/2021/018 

 

Declarations of interest and dispensations  

 

None. 

 

 

FGPC/2021/019 

 

Public participation 

 

None. 

 

 

FGPC/2021/020 

 

Minutes of FGPC meeting 6 September 2021 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Cordery that the minutes of the meeting held 

on 6 September 2021 be agreed as a true and accurate record of 

proceedings and be duly signed by the Chairman when appropriate, 

seconded by Cllr Baxter and agreed.  

Resolved – the minutes of the meeting held on 6 September 

2021 were agreed as a true and accurate record of proceedings 

and were to be duly signed by the Chairman when appropriate. 

 

 

FGPC/2021/021 

 

Matters to report from the Town Clerk 

 

It was agreed that the review of internal controls and payment 
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authorisation process was deferred to the Committee next meeting. 

 

The Town Clerk updated the Committee on the shared folder system 

project. It was agreed that the project was to be finished by the end 

of the year.  

 

The members of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Working Party agreed 

to hold their first meeting on 18 November at 11am with an officer 

present. 

 

It was agreed that the Community Grant Policy would be deferred to 

the next Committee meeting.   

 

 

FGPC/2021/022 

 
VAT report 
 
The report was discussed and Cllr Parkes proposed to accept the 
two recommendations from the Town Clerk (review and provide a 
report to FTC on the VAT implications of managing the Barrington 
Centre and advising on MOU implications in relation to the KGV 
Charity including any options available to maximise VAT recovery 
and a guide on the steps need to achieve this, at a cost of £700, and 
review FTCs activities in relation to exempt business calculations for 
the current financial year at the year end and add up the four 
previous years, at a cost of £500), seconded by Cllr Robinson and 
agreed by all. 
Resolved: to accept the two recommendations from the VAT 
report (review and provide a report to FTC on the VAT 
implications of managing the Barrington Centre and advising 
on MOU implications in relation to the KGV Charity including 
any options available to maximise VAT recovery and a guide on 
the steps need to achieve this, at a cost of £700, and review 
FTCs activities in relation to exempt business calculations for 
the current financial year at the year end and add up the four 
previous years, at a cost of £500).  
  

 

FGPC/2021/023 

 
Recommendations from other committees 
 
The recommendations from the Services and Facilities Committee 
regarding Dugdell Play area and the budget for 2022/2023 were 
noted.  
 
The recommendations from the Natural Environment Committee 
regarding the 2022/2023 budget were noted. 
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The recommendations from the Personnel Committee with regards 
to staff budgets for 2022/2023 were discussed. Cllr Parkes proposed 
the Personnel Committee were to review the staff budget for 2022/23 
in line with the recent changes to the minimum wage which come 
into effect from 1 April 2023 and address any narrowing in gaps 
between salaries that could arise as a result, seconded by Cllr 
Robinson and agreed by all. 
Resolved: Personnel Committee was to review the staff budget 
for 2022/23 in line with the recent changes to the minimum wage 
which come into effect from 1 April 2023 and address any 
narrowing in gaps between salaries that could arise as a result. 
 
It was noted that the BCMC was due to review its budget 
requirements for 2022/2023 at its next meeting.  
 
It was agreed that the contract for IT provision was to be reviewed.  
   

 

FGPC/2021/024 

 

Draft budget 2022/2023 

 

The draft budget was discussed, and the following amendments 
agreed:  

• 200/4765 reduced from £4,200 to £2,000 

• 200/4780 reduced from £20,000 to £10,000 

• 200/4815 reduced from £20,000 to £15,000 with the 
Mayors allowance increased from £2,000 to £2,500 in line 
with Dorset Council’s allowance scheme (to be adopted by 
FTC once the result of the current allowance review is 
known)  

• 200/4820 increased from £14,175 to £15,000 

• 200/4850 increased from £2,500 to £5,000 

• 200/4860 reduced from £2,5000 to £0 

 

It was noted that the annual income from the solar farm was 
missing off the budget.  

 

The Town Clerk was asked to investigate whether a re-charge 
was suitable in relation to the use of offices by FTC in the 
Barrington Centre.  

 

 

FGPC/2021/025 

 
5-year budget plan 
 
The 5-year budget plan was discussed and the following agreed: 
 

• £5,000 for years 1, 3 and 5 for electric car chargers 
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Cllr Parkes proposed to suspend Standing Orders to facilitate the 
meeting running over two hours, seconded by Cllr Robinson and 
agreed by all 
Resolved: Standing Orders suspended. 
 

• £5,000 year 2 for ‘live’ bus stop information boards 

• £6,000 year 2 and £4,000 year 3 for ‘in bloom’ contest  

• £2,000 year 3 ‘Wild About Ferndown’ 

• £2,000 year 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 for ‘events’ 

• £1,500 year 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 for newsletter 

• £5,000 year 2, 3, 4 and 5 new play/recreation projects 

• £1,000 year 3, 4 and 5 speed calming measures  
 

 

FGPC/2021/026 

 

Date of next meeting and close of meeting.  

 

It was agreed that the meetings on 22 November, 6 December and 

17 January were to be cancelled and a rescheduled meeting was to 

take place on 6 January to finalise the budget for Full Council, and 

Full Council moved from 31 January to 17 January to meet the 

precept deadline.  

It was also agreed that the draft Volunteer Policy would be referred 

to next Full Council. 

The Chairman thanked the officers for their work and closed the 

meeting at 8.40pm.  

 

    

 
 
 
  


