
 

 

Appendix 2 Draft response to DC Community Governance Review Consultation  

1. Dorset Council (DC) is carrying out a Community Governance Review of parishes in the DC area 

during 2021 to 2022.  

2. A Community Governance Review is a legal process whereby DC will consult with those living in the 

area, and other interested parties, on the most suitable ways of representing the people in the 

parishes identified in the Review. This means making sure that those living in the area, and other 

interested groups, have a say in how their local communities are represented.   

3. The Review can consider one or more of the following options:   

• creating, merging, altering or abolishing parishes 

• the naming of parishes and the style of new parishes and the creation of town councils   

• the electoral arrangements for parishes (for instance, the ordinary year of election; council size; 

the number of councillors to be elected to the council, and parish warding)   

• grouping parishes under a common parish council or de-grouping parishes   

• other types of local arrangements, including parish meetings 

4. The Review cannot: 

• change the number of councillors on DC 

• change DC ward boundaries 

• change the amount of money that a parish council raises through your council tax (precept) 

5.  DC is statutorily responsible for carrying out this Community Governance Review. The Guidance on 

Community Governance Reviews issued by the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 

Government published in 2008 recommends that principal councils should undertake a Review of its 

area every 10-15 years.  For some areas of the County Council, a Review has not been undertaken for 

some time and, following the creation of Dorset Council, DC felt it appropriate to undertake a Review 

of all parishes within its area.  DC states “a Community Governance Review offers an opportunity to 

put in place strong, clearly defined boundaries, tied to firm ground features, and remove any parish 

boundaries anomalies that may exist”.  

6.  A Community Governance Review is required to consider:  

• the impact of community governance arrangements on community cohesion; and 

• the size, population and boundaries of a local community or parish 

DC is required to ensure that community governance within the area under review will: 

• be reflective of the identities and interests of the community in that area; and  

• be effective and convenient 

Any other factors, such as council tax precept levels, cannot be considered. 

7. Before making any recommendations or publishing final proposals, DC must consult local 

government electors for the area under review and any other person or body (including a local 

authority) which appears to the council to have an interest in the Review.  

8. DC states:  

“The council recognises that the development of strong, sustainable communities depends on 

residents’ active participation in decision making in respect of the governance arrangements of parish 



 

 

councils, and the Council is therefore committed to engaging effectively with the diverse communities 

it serves and to enabling local people to participate meaningfully in the creation of effective 

community governance arrangements where all people feel able to take an active part in influencing 

service delivery.” 

9. Consultation process:  

(i) Reviews are required to be completed within 12 months of DC publishing its ToR (appendix 1).  

(ii) Public consultation for 12 weeks seeking proposals/initial submissions (5 August to 28 October 

2021). This is where we are now. 

(iii) Consideration of consultation responses and preparation of draft recommendations by December 

2021. 

(iv) Public consultation on draft recommendations (20 December 2021 – 28 February 2022). 

(v) Consideration of further responses and then publication of final recommendations (to be agreed 

in April 2022) 

10. Scope of the Review.  

The review must make a series of recommendations based on the following topics, some of which are 

dependent upon and relate to each other. 

• Parish areas - creating, merging, and abolishing parishes; alternative styles for any new 

parishes; lesser boundary alterations between existing parishes; changes to parish names; 

grouping parishes under a common council. 

• Electoral arrangements - whether to have a parish council or not; the size of the council; 

whether to ward the parish or not; drawing up appropriate ward boundaries; allocating 

councillors to wards. 

11. When submitting our response we will be required to take into account the fact that DC will need 

to apply the considerations that are set out in the Local Government Boundary Commission for 

England Guidance that has been provided to all Parish Councils (Guidance on community governance 

reviews (publishing.service.gov.uk) – which is: 

• The need to secure that community governance within the area under review reflects the 

identities and interests of the community in that area; and is effective and convenient. 

• The impact of community governance arrangements on community cohesion and the size, 

population and boundaries of a local community or parish. 

• The impact on electorate size of future development within the next 5 years. 

12. Consultation questions:  

Question 1. Do you feel that any existing parish area should be altered or abolished? If yes, please 

name the parishes that would be affected in the box below and provide details of the reasons for the 

proposal and explain how the proposal will: 

a) be reflective of the identities and interests of the community in that area 

b) be effective and convenient 

Yes.  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/8312/1527635.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/8312/1527635.pdf


 

 

Ferndown Town Council believes the parish of Ferndown should combine with West Moors Town 

Council parish area and West Parley Parish Council area. This would provide the residents in the three 

parishes with more collaborative and cost-effective services and reduce administration tasks and staff 

costs.  

Current Ferndown Town Council amenities currently service the residents of West Moors and West 

Parley. For example, our Youth Service is open to children and young people across parish boundaries 

and Ferndown Town Centre provides several essential services that are used by residents across all 

three parishes (banks, superstores, library, a civic centre with a theatre and café, and other local retail 

outlets). By combining Ferndown and West Moors this will reflect the common interest and 

convenience in terms of services and facilities of the area for residents.  

There is no easily identifiable boundary between Ferndown parish and West Moors parish and the use 

of Ferndown postcodes in the West Parley area adds to the confusion that exists for residents on the 

current Ferndown and West Parley boundary.  By combining Ferndown and West Moors this 

uncertainty would be removed and would physically more effectively and accurately reflect the identity 

of the area.  

There are several locations that are anomalous under the current Ferndown and West Moor parish 

boundary.  

Map 1 – Ferndown, West Moors and West Parley parish boundary’s   

                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map 2 – Ferndown and West Parley parish boundary’s: 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map 3 - Ferndown and West Moors parish boundary’s: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 2. Do you feel that the name of an existing parish should be changed? If yes, what is the 

current name of the parish and what do you think the name of the parish should be? Please explain 

the reasons for the proposal. 

No.  

Question 3. Do you consider that any parish should be grouped with another parish? If yes which 

parishes would be affected and what is your proposed name for the group of parishes? Please give 

your reasons for the proposals and explain how the proposals will: 



 

 

a) be reflective of the identities and interests of the community in that area 

b) be effective and convenient. 

Do you feel that the group should have a council? Yes / No 

What electoral arrangements should apply? 

Grouped parishes – Ferndown, West Moors and West Parley. 

Proposed name – Ferndown Town Council 

The reasons and explanation are as detailed in the response to question 1. 

Yes, the group should have a council. 

Electoral arrangements that should apply:   

• election cycles on a four-year basis, 

• number of councillors across the three parishes reduced from 35 to 23, 

• divide the council size into appropriate wards in terms of size and location.  

Question 4. Should the number of councillors on an existing council be changed? If yes, give name of 

council and indicate what the proposed number of councillors should be and the reasons for the 

proposal. 

Yes – reduce the number of existing councillors across all three parishes by one third. 

Question 5. Do you consider the parish should be divided into parish wards? If yes, what is the name 

of the affected parish and what are your proposed parish ward names? How many councillors should 

represent the electorate in each ward? Please explain the reasons for the proposal and explain how 

the proposal will make the election of councillors more practicable and convenient. 

The current wards in Ferndown have anomalies in terms of areas. Ferndown Central and Ferndown 

North should be amalgamated into one ward called Ferndown Central. Ameysford Ward should be 

split, Links Ward and Links South ward should be amalgamated, to make Links Ward.  

Any additional comments relevant to the Community Governance Review? 

None. 

 

Appendix 1 – DCs CGR ToR 

1. Introduction 

 What is a Community Governance Review? A Community Governance Review is a review of the whole 

or part of the council’s area to consider one or more of the following: 

• creating, merging, altering or abolishing parishes 

• the naming of parishes and the style of new parishes 

• the electoral arrangements for parishes (the ordinary year of election, council size (the 

number of councillors to be elected to council), and parish warding); and 

• grouping parishes under a common parish council or de-grouping parishes 

• other types of local arrangements, including parish meetings 



 

 

A Community Governance Review is required to consider: 

• the impact of community governance arrangements on community cohesion; and 

• the size, population and boundaries of a local community or parish 

The council is required to ensure that community governance within the area under review will: 

• be reflective of the identities and interests of the community in that area; and 

• be effective and convenient 

If the council is satisfied that the recommendation of a Community Governance Review would ensure 

that community governance within the area under review will reflect the identities and interests of 

the community in that area, and is effective and convenient, the council makes a Community 

Governance Order. 

Why is the Council carrying out this Community Governance Review? The council is required to keep 

its area under review – every 10-15 years. Following the creation of Dorset Council, and several 

requests from Parishes for a Review, it was deemed appropriate to undertake a Review of the whole 

principal council area, rather than dealing with review requests piecemeal. A Community Governance 

Review offers an opportunity to put in place strong, clearly defined boundaries, tied to firm ground 

features, and remove the many anomalous parish boundaries that may exist. 

Scope of the Review - the Review will consider any Community Governance Review requests received 

following publication of the Terms of Reference. 

2. Consultation 

 How the Council proposes to conduct consultations during the Review? Before making any 

recommendations or publishing final proposals, the council must consult local government electors 

for the area under review and any other person or body (including a local authority) which appears to 

the council to have an interest in the review. The council will therefore: 

• publish a Notice and these Terms of Reference on the council’s website and arrange for copies 

to be available for public inspection at County Hall, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1XJ during normal 

office hours 

• send a copy of the Notice and these Terms of Reference to all parish clerks and to the Dorset 

Association of Town and Parish Councils 

• seek to arrange for the notice to be published on parish council websites and notice boards; 

and 

• send a copy of the Notice and these Terms of Reference to all local Members of Parliament 

Before making any recommendations, the council will take account of any representations received. 

The council will publish its recommendations as soon as practicable and take such steps as it considers 

sufficient to ensure that persons who may be interested in the Community Governance Review are 

informed of the recommendations and the reasons behind them. 

The council will notify each consultee and any other persons or bodies who have made written 

representations of the outcome of the Review. 

3. Timetable for the Community Governance Review 

The council must complete a Community Governance Review within twelve months from the day on 

which the Council publishes the Terms of Reference.  A Community Governance Review is concluded 



 

 

on the day on which the Council publishes the recommendations made by the Community Governance 

Review. 

Timetable:  

Action Timeline Details 

Report to Full Council  15 July 2021 Council approves the principle of the Community 
Governance Review and its Terms of Reference.  

Publish Terms of 
Reference 

22 July 2021 

(The CGR must be 
completed within 12 
months of the date of 
publication) 

Publish Terms of Reference and notify stakeholders 
of the commencement of the Review.  

Prepare draft 
consultation document 
and invite initial 
submissions 

5 August 2021 to 28 
October 2021 (12 
weeks) 

Initial submissions invited from town and parish 
councils, DAPTC, MPS, local groups and interested 
parties such as local businesses, local residents’ 
associations, local public and voluntary organisations 
such as schools or health bodies.  

Publish proposals on Dorset Council website.  

Consider submissions 29 October 2021 to 14 
December 2021 

Consider any submissions/representations and 
prepare report of draft recommendations for Full 
Council on 14 December 2021.  

Publish draft 
recommendations 

20 December 2021 to 
28 February 2022 (10 
weeks) 

Publish draft recommendations for further 
consultation with all local government electors, all 
town and parish councils, DAPTC, MPs, local groups 
and interested parties. 

Publish draft recommendations on Dorset Council 
website.  

Make final 
recommendations 

14 April 
2022 Full Council 
meeting  

Consider any further submissions/representations 
and prepare final recommendations for report to Full 
Council.  

Publish final 
recommendations 

May 2022 Publish final recommendations and make Order.  

  

[end] 

https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=153&MId=5124&Ver=4

