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FERNDOWN TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Natural Environment Committee held on Tuesday 3 August 2021 

7.00pm. 

Present:     Councillors: J Baxter, P Hanson Graham (Chairman), Miller and Wilson.     

Officers:      T Dudley (Committee Administrator). 

 Election of Chairman 2021/2022 
Cllr Hanson Graham proposed Cllr Miller to be Chairman for the 
municipal year 2021/2022, seconded by Cllr Wilson and agreed by all. 
 
Resolved – Cllr Miller be elected as Chairman of the Natural 
Environment Committee for the municipal year 2021/2022. 
 

 Election of Vice Chairman 2021/2022 
Cllr Wilson proposed Cllr Hanson Graham to be Vice Chairman for the 
municipal year 2021/2022, seconded by Cllr Baxter. 
 
Resolved – Cllr Hanson Graham be elected as Vice Chairman of 
the Natural Environment Committee for the municipal year 
2021/2022. 
 

 
 

Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Parrott (work). 
Cllr Baxter proposed that the apologies for absence be accepted, 
seconded by Cllr Hanson Graham and agreed by all.  
 
Resolved – apologies for absence from Cllr Parrott were 
accepted.   
 

 
 

Declarations of interest and dispensations 
None. 
 

 
 

Public participation 
None. 
 

 
 

Natural Environment Committee minutes 10 May 2021 
Cllr Baxter proposed that the minutes of the meeting held on 10 May 
2021 be agreed as a true and accurate record of proceedings and duly 
signed by the Chairman when appropriate, seconded by Cllr Wilson 
and agreed by all. 
 
Resolved – minutes of the meeting held on 10 May 2021 were 
accepted. 
 

 
 

Matters to report from the Committee Administrator in relation to 
agenda item 4. 
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(i) Fete on the Field – Members agreed that this was very 
successful event. A representative from Hedgehog rescue 
thanked members at the event for their kind donation of £31.65. 
The committee thanked all people that helped set up the stall. 

(ii) Wildflower planting – the Vice Chairman informed the 
Committee that he had met with an officer from the countryside 
team regarding the wildflowers planted last year that had been 
beneficial to wildlife and visibly attractive to residents of 
Ferndown.  Two additional sites were named for planting 
2022/2023, Wimborne Road East near Badgers Walk and a 
pathway near to the Angel public house. 

(iii) DERC – Cllr Wilson proposed to purchase the ecology 
information held by DERC to enable an ecological baseline 
within the parish of Ferndown at a cost of £110.00 plus VAT 
seconded by Cllr Hanson Graham and agreed by all.  
Resolved to purchase information documents held by 
DERC to enable an ecological baseline within the parish at 
a cost of £110.00 plus VAT.   

 

 
 

Dorset Council Countryside Team 
Members noted the areas of the town the Dorset countryside team 
managed. 
 

 
 

Swift boxes, Dormouse and Bat boxes 
Cllr Hanson Graham proposed that the Swift boxes be sited at 
Longham Bridge, Slop bog, Ferndown Common, St George’s Drive 
and land behind the Heatherlands. Door mouse shelters, Members 
would be led by information received from DERC and bat boxes be 
sited at Leeson Drive behind the industrial estate, near to the police 
station, slop bog, Uddens, Tricketts Cross, entrance to KGV memorial 
gardens, the authority of landowners would be obtained before any 
siting was carried out seconded by Cllr Baxter and agreed by all. 
Resolved - Swift boxes be sited at Longham Bridge, Slop bog, 
Ferndown Common, St George’s Drive and land behind the 
Heatherlands. Door mouse shelters, Members would be led by 
information received from DERC and bat boxes be sited at 
Leeson Drive behind the industrial estate, near to the police 
station, slop bog, Uddens, Tricketts Cross, entrance to KGV 
memorial gardens. 
 

 
 

Site specific site visits 
Cllr Wilson proposed that Members undertake the process of mapping 
ancient trees during August subject to members individual availability, 
measurements and photographic evidence would be uploaded on to 
the Woodland Trust website, seconded by Cllr Baxter and agreed by 
all. 
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Resolved - mapping ancient trees during August subject to members 
individual availability, measurements, and photographic evidence to be 
uploaded on to the Woodland Trust website. 
 

 Budget Comparison report April 2021- July 2021 
The budget comparison report April 2021-July 2021 was noted.  
 

 Terms of Reference  
Councillors agreed to amend the Terms of Reference: 
Bullet point 1 –  
Identify and drive Green initiatives within the town, (Trickett’s Cross, Hampreston, 
Longham, Stapehill, Ameysford), encouraging a cleaner healthier future, buying 
local wherever possible. 

Bullet point 2 –  
Promote the natural environment including initiatives which ensure our natural 
spaces are somewhere our community and visitors can enjoy. 

Bullet point 5 – 
Promote ecological interests to address the decline in protected species by collecting 
and considering evidence bases and consulting with partners, appropriate agencies 
and individuals, resulting in recommending changes that will benefit residents and 
our environment.  

Bullet point 6 –  
identify ways Ferndown Town Council can pro-actively undertake sustainable 
working practices. i.e. Use of recycled paper products where feasible, including 
paper and envelopes, minimising the amount of printing, and wastepaper, 
promoting electronic communication wherever possible. Minimise environmental 
damage caused through transportation of goods, by sourcing material and services 
locally subject to value for money and quality. 

Cllr Baxter proposed to accept the changes to the Terms of Reference, 
seconded by Cllr Hanson Graham and agreed by all. 
Resolved – to amend the Terms of Reference.  
 

 Forward Plan 
The forward plan was formulated. 
 

 
 

Close of meeting and date of next meeting 
 
The date of the next meeting 1 November 2021 was noted. 
The meeting closed at 8.39pm. 
 

 


