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Dear Ms Harrison 

Ferndown Town Centre Regeneration 
 
Thanks for your lettered dated 19 May 202.  At the Cabinet meeting held on Tuesday 18 May a question 
was tabled by Cllr Mike Parkes on behalf of the Ferndown Dorset Councillors on this subject. See below 
the response given by the Portfolio Holder for Economic Growth, Assets and Property: 
 
“Many town centres across Dorset have been impacted by a combination of changing retail trends and the 
lockdown restrictions related to the COVID-19 pandemic. A great deal of effort is initially being devoted to 
welcoming people back to town centres and supporting businesses to reopen and stay open. A review of all 
town centres is likely to be needed, to understand the impact of the factors mentioned and assess the 
changing policy and funding landscape to secure further appropriate investment to improve and sustain our 
town centres to be vibrant and viable places that residents and visitors will want to use.  Having said that I 
welcome Ferndown taking a local initiative about the way forward for their town.  I will commit to reviewing 
the Plan to see where Dorset can help to bring forward some of the aspirations for the town”. 

 
As for the TCF consultation is currently taking place. Any changes to the highway will be dependent on 
the outcome of the consultation.  It is true to say that Dorset Council has fulfilled the commitment of the 
predecessor East Dorset DC by investing a significant amount of capital funding into the refurbishment of 
the Barrington at a cost of in excess of £500k. 
 
When Leader of the District Council I demonstrated my support for the local Dorset Council members who 
lobbied for these works to be carried out. I believe this demonstrates a commitment to Ferndown. This 
commitment also applied to significant capital investment to fund the major alterations and refurbishment 
of the Heatherlands Community Centre at a cost similar to that at the Barrington. 
 
As we said at Cabinet, we will review the Ferndown Plan.  As you are well aware, this is a substantial 
piece of work with very broad ranging aspirations the full scope of which are beyond the capability of 
Dorset to deliver.  However, our intention is to help where we can.  It will take a little time, but we will come 
forward with proposals, building on our previous commitments to the town and working with you to take it 
forward into the future. 
 
I hope your members find my response reassuring about the future prospects of further investment in the 
Ferndown Town Centre. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Spencer Flower 
Leader – Dorset Council 
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