
   
 

1 

 

   FERNDOWN TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of Ferndown Town Council Annual Meeting held on  

Monday 17 May 2021 at 7.00pm at the  

Barrington Centre, Pennys Walk, Ferndown BH22 9TH. 

 

Present  

Councillors: R Adkins, J Baxter, T Cordery, S Fleetham, L Hanson Graham, C Lugg, A  

     Miller, M Parkes, G Parrott, J Robinson, K Stamp, M Stickley, N Wellstead, L  

     Wilson, and M Willis. 

Officers:       L Harrison (Town Clerk). 

Members of public: None. 

  

FC/2021/001 Election of Chairman / Town Mayor municipal year 2021 - 2022 

 

A discussion took place regarding Council’s usual procedure and the 

effect of the pandemic on activities over the last year. Cllr Parkes 

proposed Cllr J Robinson be elected as Town Mayor, seconded by Cllr 

P Hanson Graham, fourteen in favour and one against.  

 

Resolved: Cllr Robinson elected Town Mayor for the municipal 

year 2021-2022. 

 

Cllr Robinson read out and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of 

Office of Town Mayor. 

FC/2021/002 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Election of Deputy Chairman / Deputy Town Mayor municipal year 

2021 - 2022 

 

Cllr Parkes proposed Cllr Wilson be elected as Deputy Town Mayor, 

seconded by Cllr Stamp, fourteen in favour and one against (Cllr 

Cordery). 

 

Resolved: Cllr Wilson elected as Deputy Town Mayor for the 

municipal year 2021-2022. 

 

Cllr Wilson read out and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

of Deputy Town Mayor. 

FC/2021/003 Welcome 

 

Cllr Parrot was welcomed to the meeting. The Town Clerk confirmed 

Cllr Parrot had previously signed his Declaration of Acceptance Of 

Office.  

 

The Town Clerk confirmed all Members they had all been presented 

with welcome packs that contained useful information and documents.   

FC/2021/004 Apologies 
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Cllr Robinson proposed to accept Cllr Flay’s apologies for absence 

(work), seconded by Cllr Hanson Graham and agreed by all. 

 

Resolved: Cllr Flay’s apologies for absence (work) were approved. 

 

Cllr Cordery proposed to extend Cllr Flay’s ongoing apologies for a 

further two months from June due to work commitments, seconded by 

Cllr Stamp and agreed by all. 

 

Resolved: Cllr Flay’s ongoing apologies for a further two months 

due to work commitments were accepted. 

FC/2021/005 Declarations of interest and dispensations  

 

Cllrs Adkins, Lugg, Parkes, Parrott and Robinson declared their generic 

non-pecuniary interest – County Councillors for Dorset Council.  

FC/2021/006 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FC/2021/006A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGAR 

 

The report from the Internal Auditor was received and noted.  

 

The Annual Governance statement for year-end 31 March 2021 was 

received. Cllr Wellstead proposed to respond “yes” to sections 1, 2, 3, 

4, 6, 7, 8, 9 and “no” 2 to section 5, and the Town Mayor and 

Responsible Financial Officer sign and approve the Annual Governance 

Statement for April 1 2020 to 31 March 2021, seconded by Cllr Stickley 

and agreed by all. 

 

Resolved: respond “yes” to sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9 and “no” 2 

to section 5, and Town Mayor and Responsible Financial Officer 

sign and approve the Annual Governance Statement for April 1 

2020 to 31 March 2021. 

 

Cllr Hanson Graham proposed the exercise of public rights for the 

inspection of the financial accounts for year-end March 2021 was 

confirmed at this meeting and agreed to commence on 14 June 2021 

and end on Friday 23 July 2021, seconded by Cllr Fleetham and agreed 

by all. 

 

Resolution: the exercise of public rights for the inspection of the 

financial accounts for year-end March 2021 was confirmed at this 

meeting and agreed to commence on 14 June 2021 and end on 

Friday 23 July 2021. 

 

Cllr Baxter proposed that the Accounting Statement for year-end March 

2021 was approved for signing by the Town Mayor and Responsible 

Financial Officer, seconded by Cllr Wilson and agreed by all.  
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FC/2021/006B 

 

Resolved: the Accounting Statement for year-end March 2021 was 

approved for signing by the Town Mayor and Responsible 

Financial Officer. 

FTC/2021/007 Public speaking 

Cllr Wilson proposed to suspend Sanding Order 3e, seconded by Cllr 

Feltham, and agreed by all. 

 

Resolved: Standing Order 3e suspended. 

FTC/2021/008 Full Council Minutes of 25 January, 8 March and 15 March 2021. 

 

Cllr Stamp proposed to accept and adopt the Full Council Minutes of 25 

January, 8 March and 15 March 2021, seconded by Cllr Wellstead, 

agreed by fourteen with one abstention.  

 

Resolved: the Full Council Minutes of 25 January, 8 March and 15 

March 2021 were accepted and adopted. 

FTC/2021/009 

 

 

Matters to report from the Town Clerk  

 

Cllr Wilson proposed to run the co-option process for the vacancy in 

Central North Ward for four weeks from 18 May, seconded by Cllr 

Baxter and agreed by all. 

 

Resolved: run the co-option process for the vacancy in Central 

North Ward for four weeks from 18 May. 

 

The review on the Traffic Management Working Group by the Asset and 

Services Committee was noted.  

 

The closure of the Allotments Working Group was noted.  

 

The update on the Annual parishioners meeting was noted.  

FTC2021/010 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Committee and Working Party minutes/notes. 

 

The minutes from the Planning Consultative Committee 16 March, 6 

April and 27 April were noted. The Town Clerk advised Council she had 

received signed notification from eight councillors to reconsider the 

Planning Committees decision not to comment on BCPs planning 

application 8/21/0207/FUL (installation of incinerator waste facility). Cllr 

Stamp proposed that a working group was to be set up to re-examine 

the application and submit a response via the Town Clerk, seconded by 

Cllr Willis, fourteen in favour and one abstention.  

 

Resolved: A working group was to be set up to re-examine the 

application 8/21/0207/FUL and submit a response via the Town 

Clerk. 
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It was agreed that Cllrs Wilson, Cordery and Stickley were to go on the 

working group. 

 

Cllr Cordery proposed the resolutions in the minutes from the Finance 

and General-Purpose Committee on 12 April were ratified by Full 

Council because the meeting had taken place during a period of 

national mourning, seconded by Cllr Stickely and agreed by all. 

 

Resolved:  the resolutions in the minutes from the Finance and 

General-Purpose Committee on 12 April were ratified by Full 

Council because the meeting had taken place during a period of 

national mourning.  

 

The minutes from the Finance and General-Purpose Committee 

meeting on 22 April, the Barrington Centre Management Committee 

meeting on 17 March, Recreation Leisure and Amenities Committee on 

19 April d and Natural Environment Committee on 10 May were all 

noted. 

 

Cllr Willis proposed the resolutions in the minutes from the Barrington 

Centre Management Committee meeting on 14 April were ratified by 

Full Council because the meeting had taken place during a period of 

national mourning, seconded by Cllr Wilson and agreed by all. 

 

Resolved:  the resolutions in the minutes from the Barrington 

Centre Management Committee meeting on 14 April were ratified 

by Full Council because the meeting had taken place during a 

period of national mourning. 

noted  

 

Cllr Stickley proposed the resolutions in the minutes from the KGV 

Management Committee meeting on 13 April were ratified by Full 

Council because the meeting had taken place during a period of 

national mourning, seconded by Cllr Baxter and agreed by all. 

 

Resolved:  the resolutions in the minutes from the KGV 

Management Committee meeting on 13 April were ratified by Full 

Council because the meeting had taken place during a period of 

national mourning. 

FTC/2021/011 

 

Recommendations from Committees and Working Parties 

 

The request for the Public Work Loan was discussed. Cllr Parkes 

proposed Ferndown Town Council seek the Secretary of State’s 

approval and apply for a Public Work Loan for a total of £180,000 over 

40 years as detailed in appendix 18 on the provision that two further 
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quotes were obtained for the Barrington Centre proposed works, 

seconded by Cllr Robinson, twelve in favour, two against and one 

abstention. 

 

Resolved: Ferndown Town Council seek the Secretary of State’s 

approval and apply for a Public Work Loan for a total of £180,000 

over 40 years as detailed in appendix 18. 

FTC/2021/012 Members on committees 
Cllr Parkes proposed to accept the committee membership as detailed 
on appendix 19 except for the Finance and General-Purpose 
Committee which would be decided at a later date, seconded by Cllr 
Wilson and agreed by all. 
 
Resolved: the committee membership as detailed on appendix 19 
were accepted except for the Finance and General-Purpose 
Committee which would be decided at a later date. 
 
Cllr Adkins expressed unwillingness to become a member of any 
committee due to medical issues and agreed to attend committee 
meetings if available to ensure meetings were quorate.  

FTC/2021/013 Members on outside bodies 

It as greed that this matter would be deferred pending information from 

officers confirming relevant and up to date outside bodies request for 

Council representation. 

FTC/2021/014 Mayor’s allowance 
 
Cllr Wilson proposed to approve the Town Mayor’s allowance of 
£2,000 for the municipal year 2021/2022, seconded by Cllr Feltham, 
13 in favour and two abstentions. 
 
Resolved: the Town Mayor’s Allowance for the municipal year 
2021/2022 of £2,000 was approved. 

FTC/2021/015 Standing Orders 

Cllr Parkes proposed to adopt Council’s Standing Orders for the 

municipal year 2021/2022, seconded by Cllr Willis and agreed by all. 

 

Resolved: Council’s Standing Orders for the municipal year 

2021/2022 were adopted. 

FTC/2021/016 Financial regs 

Cllr Parkes proposed to adopt Council’s amended Financial 

Regulations for the municipal year 2021/2022, seconded by Cllr Stamp 

and agreed by all. 

 

Resolved: Council’s amended Financial Regulations for the 

municipal year 2021/2022 were adopted. 

FTC/2021/017 General Power of Competence 

Cllr Parkes proposed that Ferndown Town Council reconfirm its 

eligibility to use the General Power of Competence under the Localism 

Act 2011(two thirds / 8 elected Members and ‘new’ CiLCA qualified 
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Town Clerk from last municipal year), seconded by Cllr Adkins and 

agreed by all. 

 

Resolved: Ferndown Town Council reconfirmed its eligibility to 

use the General Power of Competence under the Localism Act 

2011(two thirds / 8 elected Members and ‘new’ CiLCA qualified 

Town Clerk from last municipal year. 

FTC/2021/018 Code of Conduct 

Cllr Cordery proposed to adopt the Local Government Association 

Model Councillor Code of Conduct 2020 as recommended by DAPTC 

was adopted by Ferndown Town Council, seconded by Cllr Willis, 12 in 

favour, one against and two abstentions. 

 

Resolved: the Local Government Association Model Councillor 

Code of Conduct 2020 as recommended by DAPTC was adopted 

by Ferndown Town Council. 

FTC/2021/019 Town Clerk Responsible Financial Officer for Council 

It was noted by Council that the Town Clerk was appointed on 7 

September 2020 as Responsible Financial Officer for the Council as 

part of her contract of employment. 

FTC/2021/020 Ferndown Town Centre 

Cllr Parkes proposed that Ferndown Town Council write to Dorset 

Council and get written assurance from Dorset Council that Dorset 

Council will implement the Victoria Road and Penny’s Walk elements of 

the Town Centre Regeneration Plan commencing within the timeframes 

of this project, seconded by Cllr Stamp and agreed by fourteen with one 

abstention. 

 

Resolved: Ferndown Town Council write to Dorset Council and get 

written assurance from Dorset Council that Dorset Council will 

implement the Victoria Road and Penny’s Walk elements of the 

Town Centre Regeneration Plan commencing within the 

timeframes of this project. 

FTC/2021/021 Correspondence, training, consultations and forthcoming 

meetings. 

 

The correspondence regarding the closure of Barclays Bank on 28 July 

was discussed. It was agreed that the Town Clerk would respond on 

behalf of Council raising concerns in relation to effect the closure of the 

branch would have on elderly and vulnerable residents and local 

businesses including those located in Uddens and Ferndown BID (the 

largest in the county) that rely on the branch, the resulting reduction of 

footfall the closure would have in Victoria Road, and supporting the 

provision of a mobile banking facility for the community. 

 

The forthcoming meetings were noted, and it was agreed to cancel the 
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Finance and General-Purpose Committee meeting on 7 June.  

 

Cllr Parkes stated the current temporary COVID Scheme of Delegation 

approved by the Finance and General-Purpose committee was an 

attack on democracy due to the ability of the  

Town Clerk to implement Council and Committee decisions. The Town 

Clerk reminded Council that due to the cessation of the legislation that 

facilitated virtual meetings earlier in the month the decision to 

implement a temporary scheme of delegation had been based on a 

number of legally compliant options including returning to face to face 

meetings and managing the risks to officers and members during the 

current pandemic. Cllr Parkes proposed that all future Council and 

committee meetings should take place face to face, seconded by Cllr 

Cordery, ten in favour, four against and one abstention. 

 

Resolved: all future Council and committee meetings should take 

place face to face. 

FTC/2021/022 The Town Mayor thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the 

meeting at 8.45pm.  

 
  

 

 
Signed as a true and accurate record  …………………………..       
 
Chairman, Ferndown Town Council on    ………………..         


