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 FERNDOWN TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of Ferndown Town Council Full Council held on  

Monday 15 March 2021 at 7.00pm via Zoom. 

 

Present 

 

Councillors: J Robinson (Chairman), J L Baxter, T J Cordery, S Fleetham,  

P Hanson Graham, C A Lugg, A J Miller, K Stamp, N Wellstead, L Wilson. 

       

Officers:  L Harrison (Town Clerk), T Dudley (Committee Administrator) and 

  S Denton (Minute Taker).  

 

Members of the public: one. 

  

 

409 

 

Apologies for absence 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs M Parkes (work 

commitment), M Stickley (illness) and M Willis (prior engagement) and Cllr 

Flay (illness). Cllr Fleetham proposed that the apologies for absence be 

accepted, seconded by Cllr Cordery and agreed by all.  

 

Resolved: apologies for absence were accepted from Cllrs Parkes, 

Stickley and Willis.   

 

 

410 

 

Declarations of interest and dispensations  

 

Cllrs Lugg and Robinson declared a generic non-pecuniary interest – they 

were also County Councillors for Dorset Council. 

 

 

411 

 

Public participation 

 

None. 

 

 

412 

 

 

 

 

Updates, Reports and Announcements 

 

The Town Mayor had no updates. 

Dorset County Councillor Cllr Lugg advised members that four County 

Councillors (Cllrs Adkins, Lugg, Parkes, and Parry Robinson) had made a 
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joint response regarding the Local Plan.   

Cllr Cordery reported he had attended a DAPTC meeting where the NALC 

Code of Conduct was discussed. The Town Clerk advised that this issue 

would be on a forthcoming Full Council agenda once the template was 

agreed by NALC. 

 

 

413 

 

 

 

Full Council Minutes of 25 January 2021 and Extraordinary Meeting of 

8 March 2021 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Wilson that the minutes of the meeting held on 25 

January  2021 and the Extraordinary Meeting of 8 March 2021 be agreed as 

a true and accurate record of proceedings and be duly signed by the 

Chairman when appropriate, seconded by Cllr Stamp and agreed by all. 

 

Resolved - the minutes of the meeting held on 25 January 2021 and the 

Extraordinary Meeting on 8 March 2021 were agreed as a true and 

accurate record of proceedings and were to be duly signed by the 

Chairman when appropriate. 

  

 

414 

 

 

 

Matters to report from the Town Clerk in relation to agenda item 4 

above. 

 

(i) Central North and Central Ward Vacancies 

 

The Town Clerk provided an update on the two current Councillor vacancies. 

In respect of the Central North vacancy, an email had been received from 

Dorset Council, after the Agenda for this meeting had been circulated,  

advising that one of the signatures was invalid and confirming there were 

insufficient signatories and as a result Ferndown Town Council could go 

ahead and co-opt for the vacancy.  

The Town Clerk advised that the Central Ward election was still going ahead 

on 6 May 2021.  

The Town Clerk stated Council currently did not have a co-option policy in 

place and recommended a draft Councillor Vacancy Policy was agreed via 

Council’s COVID scheme of delegation via email.  

 

It was proposed by Cllr Fleetham that a Councillor Vacancy Policy be 

prepared by the Town Clerk and emailed to Members for approval and 

adoption, seconded by Cllr Hanson Graham with nine in favour and one 

abstention. 
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Resolved: Town Clerk to prepare a Councillor Vacancy Policy and 

emails to Members for approval and adoption.  

 

(ii) Annual Meeting of Council  

The Town Clerk informed members that the legislation permitting virtual 

meetings expired on 7 May 2021 and as a result proposed the date of the 

Annual Meeting of Council was changed from 17 May to 3 May 2021, in the 

event that the Government did not extend the virtual meeting legislation. 

 

The Mayor proposed three dates of 3rd, 11th and 18th  May 2021 ‘pencilled 

in’ for the Annual Meeting of Council, seconded by Cllr Fleetham and agreed 

by all with one abstention. 

 

Resolved: three dates of 3rd, 11th and 18th  May 2021 ‘pencilled in’ for 

the Annual Meeting of Council. 

 

The option of running hybrid meetings were discussed and it was agreed 

that the Town Clerk would make enquiries and report back to the next 

meeting.  

 

(iii) Councillors Register of Interest forms 

 

The Town Clerk advised that Dorset Council’s register of interest would be 

going ‘online’.  

 

(iv) Dorset Council’s Free Parking Policy  

 

Members noted the new policy.   

 

 

415 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Committee and Working Party minutes/notes. 

 

The minutes of the following minutes and notes were received and noted ‘en 

bloc’: 

 

i)    Planning Consultative Committee 2 February and 23 February 2021.  

ii)   Finance and General Purposes Committee 22 February 2021. 

iii)  Barrington Centre Management Committee 24 February 2021. 

iv)  Natural Environment Committee  4 March 2021. 

v)   KGV Management Committee 9 March 2021 

vi)  Recreation, Leisure & Amenities Committee 8 February 2021 

vii) Allotments Working Party 3 March 2021 
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416 
 

 

Recommendations from Committees and Working Parties: 

 

Members noted delegated authority for expenditure by the Local Plan 

Working Group (print and distribute leaflet) at a cost of £1,051.48.  

 

It was agreed that the Finance and General-Purpose Committee issue would 

be discussed at item 11 on the agenda. 

 

 

417 

 

 

Covid-19 Risk Assessment Update 

 

Members noted a verbal report from the Town Clerk in relation to the 

updated COVID-19 Risk Assessment and plans moving forward in relation 

to the Government’s 4 step Roadmap and councils assets and services.   

 

 

 

418 

 

 

 

Parish Survey 
 
As Cllr Stickley had provided his apologies for the meeting it was agreed 
that this matter be deferred again to the next meeting.  The Town Clerk 
was asked to contact Cllr Stickley and request his attendance at the next 
meeting to enable this issue to be discussed and actioned accordingly. 
 

 

419 

 

Timetable of meetings for Municipal Year May 2021- April 2022 

 

Members considered a report and draft timetable of Full Council and 

committees for the municipal year May 2021 to April 2022. 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Stamp that the timetable of committees provided by 

the Town Clerk should be accepted with the following amendments: 

• BCMC meetings were included every other month, 

• NEC meetings were increased from 3 to 4, 

• RLAC meetings were increased to every other month, 

• KGVMC meetings were arranged for every other month, 

seconded by Cllr Baxter and agreed by all with one abstention. 

 

It was agred that the Chariman of the Traffic Management Working Group 

was contacted by the Town Clerk to review their status and terms of 

reference.  It was also agreed to await the decision of the RLAC review 

regarding the Allotment Working Group. 
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Cllr Baxter clarified that the Fete on the Field and fair dates.  

 

It was agreed that a decision on the Annual Parishioners Meeting would be 

deferred.  

 

It was agreed that a decision on the celebrations of the Queen’s Platinum 

Jubilee on 3 June 2022 would be deferred.  

 

 

420 

 

Youth Centre Lease  
 
The Town Clerk advised that this matter was ongoing with Dorset Council 
and to date no information had been received from the officers involved.  It 
was agreed that this item would come back to Full Council once an update 
had been received by the Town clerk.   
 

 
421 

 

Correspondence, training, consultations and forthcoming meetings 

 

(i) Enquiry from Ham Lane resident  

 

The correspondence from a resident received by a councillor was discussed, 

including the procedure for councillors replying to residents’ concerns and 

comments to enable a factually correct and thorough response to be made.   

 

It was proposed by Cllr Robinson that, providing the writer had given their 

agreement, a copy of a response by the councillor was to be sent to the 

Council’s office prior to it being sent to the writer to ensure an informed and 

factually correct response was agreed, seconded by Cllr Wilson and agreed 

by all. 

 

Resolved: providing the writer had given agreement, a copy of a 

councillor’s response was to be sent to the Council’s office prior to it 

being sent to the writer to ensure an informed and factually correct 

response was agreed. 

 

(ii) Surveys/Consultations 

 

Members noted the DC Community Governance Review DC consultation 

and it was agreed that a working group was to be set up to draft a response 

nearer the time.  

 

Members noted the DC Sustaining Transforming Cities Fund consultation 
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and Cllr Stamp proposed that Cllr Willis be approached as Chairman of the 

TMWG regarding a response, seconded by Cllr Cordery and agreed by all 

with one abstention. 

 

Resolved: to approach Cllr Willis, Chairman of the TMWG, regarding a 

response to the Transforming Cities Fund consultation. 

 

Members noted the Dorset and Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Authority 

Consultation and it was agreed that a working group was set up to respond 

and arranged by the Town Clerk by email. Cllr Cordery stated that he would 

like to be involved and proposed Cllr Parkes be invited to chair the group. 

 

Members noted upcoming meetings. 

  

 

422 

 

Close of meeting  

 

The Chairman thanked everyone for their participation and the officers for 

their work and closed the meeting at 8.44pm. 

 

 

 
  

 


