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FERNDOWN TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Barrington Centre Management Committee held on Wednesday 14 

April 2021 7pm via Zoom.  

 

Present: Councillors: T Cordery, J Baxter, J Robinson (Mayor) and K Stamp.   

   Officers: L Harrison (Town Clerk) and T Dudley (Committee Administrator).  

   Member of the public: one. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

464 

 

The meeting was opened by holding a one-minute silence in tribute to HRH 

The Duke of Edinburgh who sadly passed away on Friday 9th April 2021. 

 

IT was noted that during the national period of mourning for HRH The Duke 

of Edinburgh any resolutions by FGPC during this meeting would require 

ratification at the next Full Council meeting. 

 

Apologies for absence 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Flay (illness) and Cllr 

Fleetham (work commitments).  Cllr Baxter proposed that the apologies for 

absence be accepted from Cllrs Flay and Fleetham, seconded by Cllr 

Robinson and agreed by all.  

 

Resolved: apologies for absence from Cllrs Flay and Fleetham were 

accepted. 

 

 

465 

 

Declarations of interest and dispensations  

 

None. 

 

 

466 

 

Public participation 

 

None.  

 

 

467 

 

Barrington Centre Management Committee meeting minutes 17 March 

2021 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Baxter that the minutes of the meeting held on 17 

March 2021 be agreed as a true and accurate record of proceedings and be 

duly signed by the Chairman when appropriate, seconded by Cllr Stamp and 
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agreed by all.  

 

Resolved: the minutes of the meeting held on 17 March 2021 were 

agreed as a true and accurate record of proceedings and were to be 

duly signed by the Chairman when appropriate. 

 

 

468 

 

Matters to report from the Clerk in relation to agenda item 4. 

 

The Clerk confirmed the request for a Public Work Loan had been referred 
to Full Council by FGPC (next meeting on 17 May 2021). It was agreed 
that the initial proposed opening date for the Centre of 21 June 2021 was 
not feasible and agreed a more realistic date was sometime in September.  
 
The Town Clerk confirmed the recruitment of staff was to be considered 
during item 6 on the agenda. 
 
The Town Clerk confirmed that to date no response had been received 
from Dorset Council regarding the lease for the Centre.   
 
The Town Clerk confirmed that legal advice had been sought regarding the 
café and confirmed that any third party involved in the running of the café 
would be subject to a sub-lease rather than a licence due to the exclusive 
provision of the facility and service. It was agreed that members would visit 
the Centre within COVID guidelines and further assess the café, kitchen 
and bar area.  
  
The Town Clerk confirmed she and been in touch with the Centre’s 
volunteer co-ordinator who to date had a list of 11 volunteers.  The 
Chairman also confirmed he had secured a further volunteer to assist with 
technical advice when required.  
 
The Town Clerk confirmed a small number of snagging items had been 
referred to Dorset Council. Cllr Baxter reported a further issue which the 
Town Clerk confirmed she would report to DC. 
  

 

469 

 

 

Recruitment process BC Manager 

 

The first version of the Centre Manager’s job description was dismissed, and 

it was agreed that the second version of the Centre Manager’s job 

description would form the basis for the recruitment discussion. Cllr Stamp 

proposed that the draft job description be approved subject to the agreed 

amendments, final approval confirmed by Council’s HR external contractor 

and forwarded to Council’s Personnel Committee for progression, seconded 

by Cllr Cordery and agreed by all. 

 

Resolved – the draft job description was approved subject to the 
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agreed amendments, final approval confirmed by Council’s HR 

external contractor and forwarded to Council’s Personnel Committee 

for progression. 

 

It was agreed the Town Clerk would research salaries for similar roles in the 

locality for the information of the Personnel Committee. 

 

 

470 

 

Business Plan 

 

The Town Clerk reminded the Committee of its initial decision to undertake 

a Business Plan and to date it had not been undertaken. The Town Clerk 

requested a budget of £5,000 plus VAT to progress a Business Plan for the 

Centre for the next 5 years in partnership with the external consultant who 

had assisted with the feasibility study. Cllr Stamp proposed that a fee of 

£5,000 be offered inclusive of VAT, seconded by Cllr Robinson and agreed 

by all. 

 

Resolved - a fee of £5,000 inclusive of VAT was approved for the 

purposes of the Town Clerk and external consultant undertaking a 

business plan. 

 

 

471 

 

Cllr Cordery proposed that the Committee go private session, 

seconded by Cllr Stamp and agreed by all.  

 

The Town Clerk informed the meeting that a third party had approached the 

Council with a proposal for the Barrington Centre. Members agreed that the 

Town Clerk would look into the matter and report back to the Members via 

email.  

 

 

472 

 

Close of meeting 

  

The Chairman thanks officers and Member’s for their participation, noted the 

date of the next meeting on 26 May 2021, and closed the meeting at 8.24pm. 

 

    

 


