
Appendix 14 part 1  - DC Community Governance Review briefing from DC 
 
1. During the last few months, DC has received a number of queries from parish councils asking how 

they can change their governance arrangements, all of which can be considered as part of a 
Community Governance Review (CGR). 

 
2. The areas that CGRs cover are: 

o Creating, merging, altering or abolishing parishes (grouping or de-grouping parishes) 
o Increasing or decreasing the number of Councillors 
o Creating ward boundaries or changing existing Warding arrangements 
o Changes to Parish names 
o Correcting minor boundary anomalies. 
o Changing a parish council into a parish meeting 

 
3. The Process 

The responsibility of undertaking CGRs falls to the principal council (DC) and can be triggered in 
several ways including a request from a parish, a community petition or, as in this case, at the 
principal council’s volition.  As a principal council, DC are required to undertake a review of 
governance arrangements of all parishes every 10-15 years, and because of a number of tentative 
enquiries and a previous review undertaken many years ago DC have decided now is the right 
time to undertake one. 
The legislation that covers CGRs requires any review to be completed within 12 months of DC 
publishing its Terms of Reference which is the document that sets the process running.  DC 
propose to “formally” start this piece of work in July this year and any changes to governance 
arrangements agreed as part of the Review cannot take effect until the next scheduled elections 
in May 2024. 
The process that Dorset Council will follow will be: 

• Publication of Terms of reference that sets out what will be covered – in this case it will be a 
review of all parishes that sit within the Dorset Council area (July 2021). 

• Public consultation for 12 weeks seeking proposals/initial submissions (5 August to 28 
October 2021) 

• Consideration of consultation responses and preparation of draft recommendations. (to be 
agreed at Full Council - December 2021) 

• Public consultation on draft recommendations. (20 December 2021 – 28 February 2022) 
• Consideration of further responses and then publication of final recommendations. (to be 

agreed at Full Council – April 2022) 
 
4. Considerations 

When preparing any submissions, DC will need to take into account considerations as set out in 
the LGBCE Guidance -
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/
file/8312/1527635.pdf 
Considerations include: 

• The need to secure that community governance within the area under review: 
-  reflects the identities and interests of the community in that area. 
-  is effective and convenient. 

• The impact of community governance arrangements on community cohesion and the size, 
population and boundaries of a local community or parish. 

• The impact on electorate size of future development within the next 5 years. 
 
5. Assistance from DC 



DC will provide street lists with elector numbers, figures for projected future developments and 
possible mapping facilities. 
 

6. Any changes will be set out in a Reorganisation Order – the Order will include a detailed map of 
any boundary changes with any changes taking effect at the next scheduled elections (ie May 
2024). 
 

7. If FTC decide existing governance arrangements are working well, we will not be required to 

make a submission.  

 

8. Any submissions FTC make to DC must achieve electoral equality – each Councillor will represent 

roughly the same number of electors. 

9. DC advise, prior to the formal start of the process, that we start talking with other town and 
parish councils at an early stage – i.e.  a change to the boundaries of the parish will require liaison 
with neighbouring parishes and decisions are much more straight forward if there community 
agreement. 

 
10. If parishes are proposing changes, DC require information about how these will ensure 

community cohesion (e.g. what are the links within the community that leads to 
recommendation that certain areas should be linked together in the same ward or parish). 
 


